
Oregon Natural Desert Association
*FOR IMMEDIATE POSTING*

Position: Wilderness Campaign Organizer

Location: Bend, OR

Status: Full-time, salaried

DESCRIPTION
Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) is looking for a Wilderness Organizer to lead ONDA's wilderness campaigns to protect BLM wildlands. The person hired will help develop successful wilderness proposals, organize members and activists, coordinate campaign activities with allied groups, and foster political and public support.?The Organizer will educate the public about the benefits of wilderness protection and on-going campaigns in Oregon's High Desert, including outreach to donors, foundations, government officials and Congressional staff through personal visits, presentations, field trips and special events.

ONDA is a statewide organization dedicated to the protection and restoration of Oregon's High Desert. ONDA has an active 11-member board of directors, an energetic staff of 9 with offices in Bend and Portland, 1,500 dedicated members, and a loyal cadre of volunteers. We are a grassroots organization employing science, policy reform, public education, and legal defense to further our mission. With an aggressive strategic plan and solid reputation among the media and policymakers, this is a great opportunity for a politically savvy individual to apply her or his skills, while helping a well-respected public interest group further its mission to preserve the wildlands of Oregon's High Desert. For more information about ONDA visit our website at?www.onda.org.

The person we hire will be a self-starter who wants to be part of a team of dedicated staff and board members, yet be willing and able to work independently. Above all, we are looking for someone who is passionate about wild places, and has a professional commitment to protect these places, forever.

RESPONSIBILITIES
* Develop comprehensive community-based strategies to build support for permanent protection of public lands.

* Implement strategic outreach and education efforts to civic, educational, tribal, elected and agency leaders.

* Build effective coalitions with conservation, recreation, business, tribal, scientific and professional organizations in support of wilderness protection.

* Develop excellent relationships and communications with the media.

* Oversee design and maintenance of campaign website.

*?Lead volunteers in the field on occasional wilderness inventory trips.

* Assist with newsletter, action alerts, volunteer activities, special events, and meetings.

* Monitor and coordinate response to federal actions on unprotected BLM wildlands for violations of federal laws.

* Develop and implement interim protection strategies for public lands, especially regarding livestock grazing.

* Assist in writing grants and communicating with foundation staff.? Occasional?meetings with major donors.

QUALIFICATIONS
* Experience in grassroots organizing, legislative politics or marketing.

* Ability to effectively organize coalition partners and engage grassroots activists.

* Knowledge of wilderness, conservation and public lands issues, previous work on wilderness issues a plus.

* Ability to inspire volunteers, allies, and engage a wide range of personalities.

*?Comfortable in and familiar with backcountry settings, knowledge of desert history and ecology.

* Effective writing and public speaking skills.

* Good understanding of personal relationships.

* Knowledge of media and communication strategies.

* Know how to use a calendar for scheduling meetings and events.

* Enjoy meeting new people and ability to engage people of all backgrounds, listen clearly and be a positive advocate in unfriendly settings.

* Ability to travel, and work occasional weekends and evenings.

*?Willing and able to lead single and multi day trips to proposed and existing wilderness areas.

* Solid computer skills mandatory, web experience a plus.

SALARY AND BENEFITS
Pay range $26 - $36k, includes vacation and insurance benefits.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Submit in Word or PDF format to?kobrien@onda.org:

- two-page cover letter stating why you would be a good fit with ONDA

- resume with three professional references

- three writing samples indicative of writing effectiveness

Open until filled

