
Introducing 
Environment America
U.S. PIRG, the federation of 
state PIRGs, announced on Nov. 
5 that Environment America 
has become the new home of 
U.S. PIRG’s environmental 
work.

The launch of Environment 
America came to pass after 
much careful planning: “The 
U.S. PIRG board concluded that 
the best way to advance all of 
the PIRGs’ work—to be effec-
tive on classic PIRG consumer 
and social justice issues and to 
continue to grow the environ-
mental advocacy program—was 
to separate the organization 
into two distinct groups at the 
national level, following separa-
tion at the state level around the 
country over the past several 
years,” announced U.S. PIRG 
Board Chair Doug Phelps.

“This exciting development will 
give our network even greater 
opportunities to make a differ-
ence for the environment and for 
the public interest,” explained 
Environment America Execu-
tive Director Margie Alt, who 
for the past 25 years has helped 
build the national federation of 
state PIRGs.

Environment America has al-
ready begun to make strides on 
issues like energy policy and 
global warming, clean water 

and pollution prevention, and 
preservation, with staff such as 
Anna Aurilio, Rob Sargent, 
John Rumpler, and Steven Biel 
leading the way at the national 
level. In fact, on Nov. 14, En-
vironment America was joined 
by Rep. Ed Markey (Mass.) and 
environmental allies in a major 
press event to tout the role states 
have played in moving America 
toward a cleaner energy future.

Meanwhile, U.S. PIRG will con-
tinue to be a strong and indepen-
dent voice for the public interest, 
with afýliated state PIRGs across 
the country. “We’ll continue or-
ganizing and lobbying on major 
issues such as prescription drug 
safety, campaign ýnance reform, 
student aid, government waste, 
product safety, identity theft, 
and more,” said U.S. PIRG’s 
new executive director, Andre 
Delattre. For the past 22 years, 
Andre has helped build the 
PIRGs’ campus program into a 
powerful force for civic educa-
tion and involvement.  

Moving forward, both groups 
will continue to combine the 
power of grassroots citizen 
support and action with the 
expertise and advocacy of pro-
fessional staff in 35 states and 
Washington, D.C., to make 
progress on some of the most 
pressing issues of our time.
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